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What is the #1lib1ref campaign?  (1)

● Librarians across the world have been challenged to add at least one 
footnote or citation to a reliable source in any Wikipedia article.

● #1Lib1Ref campaign runs Jan 15th to Feb 5th, and May 15th to June 5th.
● Campaign has been going since January 2016.
● AfLIA is adapting the campaign to the African context through the African 

Librarians week
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What is the #1lib1ref campaign (2)
●  A single citation improves the representation and credibility of reliable 

knowledge about the communities that libraries represent.
● Wikipedia articles operate on an assumption of Verifiability.  Statements in an 

article should be verified in a footnoted source.
● By adding a footnote to a reliable source in any Wikipedia article,  you help 

Wikipedia  readers worldwide.
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What is the #1lib1ref campaign?  (3)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EN5O2NiW_Dg


How to participate in the campaign (1) 
● Find a reliable source that supports the citation and the  article
● Add a citation using Wikipedia style
● Add the campaign hashtags   #AfLibWk #1lib1ref  
● Share your edit on social media using the campaign hashtag  #AfLibWk 

#1lib1ref  
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How to participate in the campaign (2)

●  Find an article where citations are needed 
●  Find an article with sourcing problems
●  Find an article that needs updating  
●  Select an article while browsing
●  Add a source from your collection or research to Further 

Reading or “See Also” sections of an article
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How to participate in the campaign (3) 

● Use Citation Hunt Tool  
https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=48eea5f6

● Offers random citation needed statements.

● Or use the search menu at the bottom to choose a 
category of an article that you have a special expertise in 
or are interested in.  

● And then let the research skills kick in!
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https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=48eea5f6
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Or look at this page



For more resources on how to participate
visit the resource page

1lib1ref.org
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http://1lib1ref.org


Anatomy of a Wikipedia article
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Citations in a Wikipedia article:  In-text Citations 
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See Also Section And Notes/Sources
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References Section
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Footer
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Core Wikipedia Policies that apply to the 
campaign 



Core Wikipedia policies:   Verifiability and Reliability

• Knowledge in Wikipedia must be verifiable.

• Citations must come from reliable sources which should be a published 
secondary source

• All quotations must include an inline citation to a source that directly 
supports the material

• Quotations and any material challenged or likely to be challenged 
must be supported by inline citations. 
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What makes a good source
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What is a source

●  The work itself  (document, article, paper, book, journal, newspaper)
●   The creator of the work
●  The publisher of the work

All  three of these affects Reliability.
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What is meant by “published”  ?

● "published" is most commonly associated with text materials, either in 
traditional printed format or online; 

● But  audio, video, and multimedia materials that have been recorded then 
broadcast, distributed, or archived by a reputable party may also meet the 
necessary criteria to be considered reliable sources. 

● Like text sources, media sources must be produced by a reliable third party 
and be properly cited. Additionally, an archived copy of the media must exist 
and possibly  accessible via the Internet.
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What makes a good source  (1) 

• Published: in a source with a reputation for editorial quality, and 
peer-reviewed if possible.

• Reliable: it's a source you'd point a patron to if they wanted to know 
more.

• Supports the text: the source should back up what is stated. If it 
doesn't, but is a good general resource for the topic (such as a 
specialty encyclopaedia), consider adding the source to a "further 
reading" section.
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What makes a good source? 

• Though Wikipedia favours open-access or publicly available sources, 
this is not a requirement: using appropriate offline, rare, or hard to 
access sources might be the best option.

• If you can't find any supporting source for a claim, remove the claim 
from the article and add a note to the article's Talk page about what you 
removed and your research.
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What makes a good source? (3) 

●  Age matters  

Older sources may be inaccurate because there

is new information, new theories or vocabulary

changed. 

Or too new to use (like breaking news

when later reports could be more accurate)

#AfLibWk #1lib1ref



What makes a good source (4)

There is a very useful Wikipedia page which lists reliable 
sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources/Perennial_sources
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Quality Control of Wikipedia Content

#AfLibWk #1lib1ref



Quality Control tools even for #1lib1ref  
● Bots: In many cases, the vandalism is automatically detected and reverted by a bot. 

● Recent changes patrol: Wikipedia has a special page that lists all the most recent 
changes. 

● Watchlists: Any registered user can watch a page that they have created or edited 
or that they otherwise have an interest in. 

● Incidental discovery: Any reader who comes across vandalism by chance can 
revert it. 

● Locking articles so only established users, or in some cases, only administrators can 
edit.  Look for the padlock on the article page.
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Practical
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Practical:   First steps first ….

● Create a Wikipedia account.
● Go into “preferences”, then “editing” tab.
● Make sure “Temporarily disable the visual editor” ISN’T ticked
● Select dropdown “Give me the visual editor, if possible”
●  Press “Save”



Finding where a citation is needed:  



Additional reference improvement and citation needed tags
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Next steps 

Once you have identified a missing citation,  then your librarian 
research skills have to kick in, to find that good reliable source.  
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Steps to follow to add a citation (1)

Click on 
Edit
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Steps to follow to add a citation (2)

2.    Click after the sentence where you want to add 
a citation.

3.    Click on Cite button
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Steps to follow to add a citation (3) 
4.  Autogenerate a citation using a 
URL, ISBN or DOI (this scrapes data 
from the page to create citations), or 
choose the second tab and fill in the 
appropriate citation fields for your 
source

5.  Click the Generate button
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Steps to follow to add a citation

6.   Click 
insert

7.  Click on 
publish changes 
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Steps to follow to add a citation (4) 

8.  Describe the changes you have made, and
Include the #1lib1ref  and #AfLibWK.   Then click on 
“publish changes”
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Steps to add a citation (5)
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And if you don’t have access to resources ….
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/The_Wikipedia_Library/1Lib1Ref
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Some #1lib1ref sessions in South Africa last year
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Useful References 
Wikipedia #1lib1ref
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/The_Wikipedia_Library/1Lib1Ref
Campaign Video  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/1Lib1Ref_Campaign_Video.webm
Citation Hunt Tool
https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=48eea5f6
Anatomy of a Wikipedia Article
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Anatomy_Poster.pdf
Articles with Unsourced Statements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:All_articles_with_unsourced_statements
Wikipedia Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:The_Wikipedia_Library
Sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources/Perennial_sources
How to Edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Introduction_to_referencing_with_VisualEditor/5

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/The_Wikipedia_Library/1Lib1Ref
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/1Lib1Ref_Campaign_Video.webm
https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=48eea5f6
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Anatomy_Poster.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:All_articles_with_unsourced_statements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:The_Wikipedia_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources/Perennial_sources

